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The provision of infrastructural services in developing countries like Nigeria has not 
received adequate delivery in the past decades. This situation is growing increasingly 
alarming given the present economic downturn, political manipulations, and 
uncontrolled population increase, especially in the urban areas, which remains a 
major hindering factor. Communities are undergoing regression in countless facets 
of development. Community participation in the provision of infrastructure stands 
as a potential option for the citizens to utilize effectively, rather than depending 
on the government. Community participation maintains equitable and communal 
assets in providing a basic need within the community.  The government, whose 
role is to provide the essential infrastructures and basic social amenities, has been 
overwhelmed and termed incompetent in this aspect. This study aimed to revisit the 
need for community participation in the provision of infrastructure. The objectives 
identified potential determinants, especially in Nigeria’s situation, limiting the 
public citizens’ involvement. The study adheres to a desk research method. This 
approach gives access to converge information from available sources, which 
also includes hand-searching of grey literature and related articles. Study findings 
revealed a very low level of community participation practices exposed from the 
few data available in the literature. However, there is a paucity of empirical studies 
on the hindering glitches towards participation; therefore, this review fills this gap 
in the literature. Moreover, continuity in the participation process at this time is 
needed, given the potential embedded in infrastructure provision and quality of 
life. Recommendations focused on introducing sustainable approaches and tools as 
a remedial factor in attaining success in community participation. 
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INTRODUCTION
Cities in both developed and developing countries 

serve as a mechanism of growth that provides 
opportunities in different sectors and levels. Cities 
provide job opportunities, better healthcare services, 
academic facilities, enhanced commercial activities, 
and better infrastructural facilities (Kamau et al., 2021, 
Orekan, 2015). These available facilities in urban cities 
stand as a pulling factor responsible for rural-urban 
migration leading to an increase in population in the 
cities. The geometric rise in population in urban areas 
is recently outgrowing the available infrastructures 
and services (Selod, 2017, Duranton, 2014). The 
need for adequate and functional infrastructural 
facilities cannot be overemphasized especially for city 
dwellers. They are essential components necessary 
for the adequate growth of towns and cities (Okosun, 
2017 and Olugbamila et al., 2020). Developing 
countries are usually not equipped to cope with the 
growing demand for the needed infrastructure. This 
usually results in inadequacy in life survival resulting 
in urban worries (Kamau et al., 2021). Availability and 
the quality of city infrastructures are noted to create 
either positive or negative impacts on the welfare 
of citizens and economic consistency (Kamau et al., 
2021). The deficits in urban infrastructure represent 
a reflection of complete resource limitations at the 
city level (Meskerem, 2019, Kamau et al., 2021).  The 
Nigerian environment is plagued with numerous 
failed public infrastructure projects.  Thousands of 
them are regarded very expensive costing billions for 
the government to provide and maintain (Abdullahi 
and Sieng, 2023, Orekan, 2015). The majority of 
the citizens have been denied access to these 
basic infrastructures which are needed for daily life 
existence (Nnamdi, 2016, Micheal and Chathan, 
2022). Unfortunately, Nigeria still faces weighty 
challenges with the awful state of its infrastructures 
showing grossly inadequate (Umuanna, 2022). 
These infrastructures range from a power supply, 
adequate housing, roads and rail lines facilities, 
water supply, drainage system, and irrigation systems 
among others. The poor state of some of these 
infrastructures has created an enormous weight on 
local and foreign businesses impacting the economy 
negatively and causing lots of difficulties in accessing 
markets places because of derelict situation of roads 
with evidence of portholes and bad drainage facilities 
(Umuanna, 2022, Asaju, 2023). This situation has 

resulted in a severe hostile business environment and 
low productivity affecting livelihood (Hassan and Nor, 
2017). Asaju, (2023) pointed out that the investment 
in infrastructure in the country has remained so 
insignificant over several years with records of huge 
deficit. However, studies from the literature equally 
revealed that the highest investment in infrastructure 
in Nigeria stands at an estimated amount of $664.00 
per capita per annum which constitutes 3% of 
the national gross domestic product (Asaju, 2023 
and Blessing and Peter, 2020). Availability of basic 
infrastructural facilities is increasing as a delinquent 
issue, with very little attention and a more prominent 
situation in some regions (Olufemi, 2014). The major 
factor lies in the resources needed for the provision 
of infrastructures that are not readily available. 
However, political-interest group agitation and 
lobbying are characterized by nature in democratic 
governance towards the provision of infrastructural 
facilities especially in Nigeria (Oladeji, 2021). Other 
strong reasons accountable for the appalling situation 
include insufficient funding of infrastructural projects 
(Umunna, 2022, Olufemi, 2014). Corruption and 
shoddy contracts have perpetuated deeply in the 
system denying the citizens access to these vital 
needs forming a very huge deficiency in the country 
(Oyedeji 2021, Asaju, 2023). Several scholars have 
also quoted irregularity in government policies as 
one of the foremost reasons for infrastructure failure 
in Nigeria. Inconsistency in policies noted in frequent 
leadership changes sometimes results in suspension 
of current projects and programs ending up in 
abandonment (Nnamdi, 2016). The rising demand for 
the most essential infrastructures in different regions 
of the country is increasingly generating the need 
for different providers to participate in improving 
the situation (Odunola et al., 2022, Eziyi, 2009). 
Providers will include both private establishments, 
Non-Governmental Organizations, and stakeholders. 
Philanthropist, individual involvement, and 
community participation effort. Odunola et al., (2022) 
pointed out that the concerns about infrastructure 
inadequacy have created a platform for the basic once 
to be anchored through community participation 
rather than waiting for government-overwhelmed and 
politicized provision. The problem lies in continuity, 
especially with individual members’ involvement in 
participation giving the current economic situation in 
the country that seems overwhelming. The challenge 
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ranges from inflation and continuous rise in the cost 
of items, to poor income that does not match up with 
household expenses, resulting in general hardship. 
Engaging sustainable participation practices with 
the use of justifiable tools will serve as an option 
for effective community participation. This study is 
expected to cover this discovered gap in knowledge. 
The outcome of this review is expected to align with 
the emphasis on achieving sustainable practices 
and growth for community participation. This was 
highlighted recently in the United Nations’ Agenda 
for SDGs with its 17 targets. Among these targets 
are community participation issues in providing basic 
facilities necessary for upgrading living conditions 
(Ugwu and Aruma, 2019). Community participation 
is a generally accepted concept in the development 
process, having been recognized as a reform needed 
for upgrading and improvement.  Inyang et al., 
(2019), George and Natiul, (2020) confirmed that 
the advocacy of community participation brings a 
lot of enduring benefits to community people apart 
from getting the needed things done. The concept 
harmonizes people together in providing and making 
important decisions about the environment. It 
promotes a sense of ownership and control among 
the people since they are actively involved even 
with their finances (Kenneth and Matthew, 2023). 
Therefore, this study aims to assess the advances in 
community participation strategies as a catalyst to 
strengthen infrastructural facilities in Nigeria’s urban 
areas.

 METHODOLOGY
This review observed a desk research study 

method. This approach gives access to converge 
information from available sources, which also 
includes hand-searching of grey literature and related 
articles (Havryshko, 2024). Much information from 
past studies and scientific databases was obtained 
from journals, articles, and books. The scientific 
database employed comprises ResearchGate, 
Science Direct, Google Scholar, and Scopus. The 
process helped to identify gaps in knowledge for 
additional contributions. It also aided the reliability 
and legitimacy of findings. The concluding results 
were then scanned for relevance upon this selection 
to the review by screening the abstracts and the 
titles. The appropriate and related articles were then 
downloaded and reviewed carefully. This process 

helped to establish a list of 100 references at the end 
of the information gathered. 

Global view of community participation
Community participation has remained a generally 

accepted concept and effective terminology in the 
development and improvement of communities. 
Its principles and methods all over the world are 
visible from several policy guidelines adopted in 
different countries (Mohammed, 2016). Zizipho and 
Cronje, (2021) stated that communities across the 
developed countries of the world have successfully 
employed various forms of community participation 
initiatives to solve specific needs of the people, 
which have led to substantial improvements in life 
quality for the residents. This is usually based on 
balanced and objective planning and strategies. 
Strategies adopted include joint community clean-up 
donations and community fundraising, community 
outreach programs, community town hall meetings, 
community health and wellness fairs, and education 
and literacy programs. Others include community 
garden maintenance, voluntary firefighters, youth 
training and mentorship programs, and many others. 
The success of engaging the community members 
also demonstrates the power of community 
participation in addressing pressing societal issues, 
therefore, deepening democracy at the grassroots 
(Meskerem, 2019, Ngilambu and Mccubbin, 2017). 
Community involvement is a reflection of grassroots 
or bottom-up development projects that are of great 
advantage to the people whose voices are not easily 
heard by the government. It is regarded as a global 
problem-solving mechanism that regulates policies 
and programs intended to improve the quality of life. 
It embraces the active engagement of individuals 
which including men, women, and youths, within a 
community to solve a problem, regardless of age, 
status of citizenship, socioeconomic value, political 
association, religion, or educational qualification, 
among others (Kenneth and Matthew, 2023). Zizipho 
and Cronje, (2021) confirmed that community 
participation occupies an outstanding place in the 
structure of American society. It is one of the main 
forces that collectively bring ideas, individuals, and 
solutions in pursuit of creating better and more 
comfortable communities, irrespective of individual 
beliefs and culture. Engagement in community 
projects helps in mobilizing local resources and 
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capacity, and the realization of common goals and 
visions. Similarly, participatory theory presented as 
part of the Basic Needs Approach to development 
assumes that participation of community members 
will make decision-making processes more inclusive to 
instigate ownership over the development processes, 
resulting in reliability and sustainability (George and 
Natiul, 2020). The terms include people-centered 
development, self-reliance, capacity-building 
mentality, equality, and empowerment. It grew out of 
the recognition that the urban poor have undergone 
much suffering as a result of development (Laura, 
2011). It buttresses the fact that everyone needs to 
be involved in development processes starting from 
the initiation stage, decision-making, execution, and 
benefits aspect (Mohammed, 2010). The clearness 
of this theory is expected to function along with two 
different dimensions, which are the Social Movement 
Orientation and Institutional Orientation. The Social 
Movement Perspective defines participatory theory 
as a means of mobilizing people to have a say within 
their community and also eradicate unequal power 
that affects the distribution of available resources 
(George and Natiul, 2020).

Community participation in infrastructural provision 
in Nigeria

The infrastructural facility in a developing 
country like Nigeria is meant to stand as a strength 
behind development, economic growth, and 
stimulants for foreign investors, and thus, remain 
vital for poverty reduction (Okolie and Udo, 2023). 
However, the available infrastructure is noted to 
have fallen below standards regarding quantity and 
quality, especially within the urban communities 
(Adejugbagbe, 2020). Several citizens have to rely on 
other alternative providers that have been described 
not unreliable, unsafe, costly, and often provided 
by Self-help Groups (SHGs) for profit purposes. 
In general terms, infrastructures are supposed 
to be a non-profit focused project, and both the 
provision and maintenance ought to be funded with 
public funds (Okosun, 2017). The most common 
pointers of insufficient infrastructure delivery in a 
settlement are the vital ones that include potable 
water supply, bad roads, and transportation routes, 
poor environmental sanitation infrastructure, and 
inadequate health facilities (Arnstein, 2019). All 
these indicators are almost lacking and inadequate 

in Nigeria’s environment, signalling insufficiency 
in supply. The failed agenda from the Government 
to meet the needs of its citizens prompted the 
demand for different providers’ efforts (Okosun 
and Olujimi, 2019). Table 1 shows the studies 
on commitment made by providers informed of 
community participation. These efforts are meant 
to be encouraged for continuity, as the state of 
infrastructure seems to be deteriorating speedily in 
some communities. 

Determinant of community participation success
Community participation in the provision of 

infrastructure is inevitable, especially in developing 
countries where such vital needs and services 
are wanted. However, there are several factors 
influencing its success. Fakere et al., (2018). pointed 
out that the socioeconomic and demographic factors 
of participants remain significant in determining the 
level of success and engagement in a community 
project. It is vital to recognize the levels and 
determinants of the community participation process 
as some determinant factor poses a challenge in 
realizing the motive behind participation (Adewumi 
and Deborah, 2021).  The following listed points 
have been discovered to have influenced individuals’ 
involvement in community activities.

Level of education
The impact of educational attainment has been 

revealed as a critical determinant of why some 
people are actively engaged and others are not 
participating in matters affecting the community 
where they live (Elizabeth Young, 2011 and Farmer, 
2017).  Educated people are noted to be more 
inclined to address challenges that affect their 
immediate environment because they have a better 
understanding or rather the implications of such 
challenges seem to affect them more than those 
with a low level of educational attainment (Elizabeth 
Young, 2011, Flanagan and Peter, 2010). However, 
individuals with lesser educational achievement are 
also assumed to have little stake or input in decisions 
or policy changes that will improve the community. 
The reason could be traced to their low-level features 
such as lesser investment, and low income/wages 
generating a lack of interest in other activities 
(Campbell, 2009). Nigeria situation of educational 
attainment has remained so low for the past several 
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Table 1: Studies on community participation in Nigeria 
 

Region / State Level of participation References 
Akure (South West of Nigeria). 
 

 The study assessed community participation in the 
delivery of environmental sanitation infrastructure in 
Akure, Nigeria. The result revealed that the community 
participation role was insignificant in this provision, 
revealing government effort as the major role (1) (2)

(1) Olugbamila et al., 2020 
(2) Adanlawo, 2015. 
(3) Okosun, 2017 
(4) Mailumo et al., 2021 
(5) Fakere et al., 2018 
(6) Odunola et al., 2022 
(7) Veta, 2021 
(8) Yusuf et al., 2020 
(9) Adesida and Okunlola, 2015 
(10) Ofuoku, 2011 
(11) Omowunmi and Albert, 2023 
(12) James, 2018 
  

Ilawe-Ekiti, (South West of 
Nigeria). 
 

 The study investigated the participatory role that 
involved Self-Help Groups in the development of 
infrastructures. Sources of funds include individual 
membership contributions, annual fees, and donations 
from philanthropists and Landlords' associations 
accounted for 58.8% of the funds raised (3)

Ekiti State. South West of 
Nigeria. 

 The study examined the progress of infrastructure 
development associations in the state. The findings 
exposed many problems, including the low level of 
participation among the communities, political 
influence, economic downturn, funding, and logistics 
hitches (3)

Jos town, Plateau state. 
Northcentral 

 In this study, the extent of community participation in 
solid waste management was assessed. The result 
revealed a lack of commitment and inadequate waste 
infrastructure. A recommendation was made for a waste 
management fund to be established among the 
community members to meet some of the solid waste 
management facility costs (4)

Akure/ South Western Nigeria  The study evaluates the perception of the inhabitants on 
community participation in infrastructure provision. The 
result showed that residents are aware of the different 
forms of participation, but the level of deficiency in 
social responsibility and participation is very low. (5)

Ido / Oyo state  This study assessed the perception of the residents on 
community involvement in infrastructure improvement. 
The result revealed the major role executed by 
community-based organizations within the community is 
noticeable in serving as the public voice, an aspect vital 
in communication for effective participation. The 
research further recommended that citizens should be 
more committed to their social involvement obligation 
(6) 

Niger Delta region  This study sought to investigate factors influencing 
community involvement in development projects under 
a Micro Project Program. Borehole water, generator-
house, health centers, staff quarters, and markets were 
the projects executed. Insufficient delegation of 
authority to the grassroots, lack of communication, and 
corruption among the community heads, among others, 
were the major problems. (7)

Kwara State (Southwestern 
region) 

 This study evaluated community participation in using 
the organization and attendance at meetings, using 
financial contribution as a source of fund generation. The 
result revealed high weighted mean scores of 1.62 and 
1.50, respectively, on financial contribution. Also, 
community participation tended to increase, especially 
among individuals with higher monthly income, fewer 
projects’ individuals participated in, and higher 
perceived sustainability of the projects (8)

Ondo state  The study examines the impact of rural households’ 
participation in the sustenance of the available 
infrastructure. facility. The rural households participated 
through payment of counterpart funds, replacing 
scratched project parts, providing manual work 
assistance, securing the project site, fencing of projects, 
and presence in regular meetings to review projects (9)

Table 1: Studies on community participation in Nigeria
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decades. UNESCO report places Nigeria among the 41 
countries in the world with high records of illiterate 
level (Ifijeh et al., 2016). The country is also known 
among the list countries in the global literacy index 
with 66% of records ranking 161 out of 184 in the 
world literacy index (Anthony et al., 2022, Ifijeh et al., 
2016). The quality of public education in the county is 
also degrading rapidly affecting another aspect of the 
economy. However, cultism, drug use, misconduct, 
community clashes, violence, armed robbery, human 
trafficking, kidnapping among others are growing on 
the increase leading to more illiteracy (Oladele and 
Afolayan, 2010).  Birabil and Ogeh, (2020) pointed 
out that education attainment remains a basis 
for growth and progress of any nation. Illiteracy 
extremely impacts on development and progress 
of communities. This situation could be the reason 
behind the low turnout in community participation, 
especially in the provision of infrastructural facilities. 
The effects of educational attainment equally result 
in other complications such as poverty cycle lack 
of employment and higher chances of poor health 
(Anthony et al., 2022, Oladele and Afolayan, 2012).

Income inequality
The income level of individuals plays a major role 

in achieving both participation and participatory 
success (Aschalew and Teferee, 2016). However, it is 
assumed that high-income individuals will participate 
better than the lower-income group (Aschalew and 
Teferee, 2016). Income inequality at community 
levels has contributed to success and failure in terms 

of community participation in development (Laura, 
2011). Broadening income inequality in developing 
countries like Nigeria is a growing challenge of our 
time. The gap between the rich and the poor is at 
its peak stage. As most people say, ‘the poor are 
getting poorer while the rich are becoming richer. 
Akinbobola and Saibu, (2004) pointed out that people 
are considered poor when their estimated living 
standard in terms of income level and consumption 
cannot match up to the poverty line. Poverty is 
regarded as a condition of deprivation and subjection 
to a lower living, resulting in reduced health and 
life expectancy (Akinbobola and Saibu, 2004).  This 
situation makes the lower-income group practically 
redundant and inactive in community activities. A 
continuous lack of empowerment capacity restricts 
their adoption in practically everything (Chimobi, 
2010). Educated individuals do not necessarily mean 
they will be employed. The worst scenario occurring 
in Nigeria today is that millions of people with higher 
educational attainment are without a well-paid job. 
Most of these vibrant youth in these categories are 
being classified as lower-income earners. These are 
the people who could have been more relevant in 
community participation projects.

Unemployment rate
Unemployment factor is a major setback and a 

critical community participation.  A potential 35% 
of individuals in Nigeria between the ages of 15 
and 34 years are termed unemployed (Nnachi and 
Ugochukwu, 2023). This implies that these categories 

Table 1: Studies on community participation in Nigeria

Region / State Level of participation References 
Delta state (South, South 
region) 

 The study investigated a community water project that 
was co-funded by members of the community. This 
funding was noted to be more highly sustainable than 
that exclusively funded by governments. The community 
members were organized through the formation of 
committees, social groups, and weekly meetings (10)

South West Nigeria  The study investigated the effect of ideal community 
contribution on sustainable development in Southwest 
Nigeria. The result revealed that the optimum 
community participation strategy influenced the delivery 
of primary health care services and other economic 
development (11)

Eastern Region, Nigeria  The study investigated the development of schools to 
collaborate with proprietors by involving 
Parents/Teachers Associations, Age groups, Traditional 
leaders, Village Development Associations, and 
Religious, Political, and Alumni associations in solving 
the problems in public schools. The result showed a 
positive response (12)
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of people are readily available to be employed and 
vigorously seeking work (Olayemi et al., 2023). 
However, 28% of active youths within the workforce are 
formally regarded as underemployed, working almost 
20–39 hours within a week Federal Ministry of Youth 
Development (FMYSD, 2022). This situation has grown 
worse recently with increasing economic downturn, 
inflation, and increasing population growth when 
compared with the number of qualified jobs available 
in the country (Nelson, 2023). Unemployment has 
negative effects on health (Picchio and Ubaldi, 2023). 
The physical health of an individual deteriorates when 
unemployment continues because certain unhealthy 
behaviors, such as smoking, violence, depression, and 
unruly behavior tend to set in (Filomena and Matteo, 
2023, and Pohlan, 2019). Gaining employment in 
Nigeria is already skewed to favour those who are 
highly connected and not based on merit (Nwankwo 
and Ifejiofor, 2014). Many highly qualified people with 
evidence of educational attainment are left wandering 
about and missing out on the income they would have 
earned to partake in community projects (Dumbili and 
Nelson, 2022, Dele-Adedeji et al., 2021).

Age Range / Family Size
Age range is considered a significant determinant 

of participation (Fakere et al., 2018). Several scientists 
have argued that age factor influences people‘s 
participation, especially in local communities. Parks 
and Kim, (2014) stated that the age group that is 
mostly active in participation is between 30 – 45 
years. Older individuals are also noted to be more 
actively involved in community meetings and 
discussion forums. Studies from the literature also 
revealed that people between the ages of 50 and 74 
are more willing to attend community consultations 
and other engagements (Parks and Kim, 2014). Age 
was a potential determinant factor in the delivery of 
community primary healthcare services in the Bayelsa 
community (Diri and Ighedose, 2024). Younger people 
may show up nonchalant and ignorant attitude in 
engaging while old people may be too exhausted to 
participate (Fakere et al., 2018). However, the young 
youth are more active and sociable to participate 
(Diri and Ighedose, 2024). The number of family 
size is also another factor that tends to impact the 
level of individual participation (Jacinta et al., 2021). 
Households with smaller families are usually more 
willing and active because they have fewer burdens 

(Hu et al., 2022). However, Studies attested that 
people with lower family sizes tend to contribute 
more to development programs because small 
family size households enjoy better living conditions 
which impact better understanding and progressive 
mentality compared to those with higher family sizes 
(Mohammad, 2010, Aschalew and Teferee, 2016).

Economic challenges
The recently intensified economic crises in Nigeria 

are giving rise to incessant inflation, loss of businesses, 
hunger, stive, and violence. This situation tends to 
worsen and hinder the active involvement of individual 
participation in community affairs and development 
(Ovwasa and Onimisi, 2021).  The economic condition 
in any region as well as its centralized system is vital 
to its sustained survival (Ngwube and Ogbuagu, 
2014). Economic activities are growing low with 
hyperinflation on the increase (Omowumi and 
Bamidele, 2018). This awkward condition results in low 
savings, low investment, increase in unemployment, 
underemployment, restraint in employment, poor 
salary structure, reduction in consumption rate, and 
eventually, declining gross domestic product (GDP) 
(Lanyue et al., 2023). The standard of living is also 
affected greatly as several homes could no longer 
accommodate three times feeding as usual, school fees 
payment, and other essential needs. Social pointers 
are presently projecting continuous difficult access to 
food production, health services, clean water, energy, 
affordable housing, education, and health services 
among others (Onyekpe, 2022). Prevalent and severe 
poverty is a growing concern that portrays a lack of 
clothes, education, food, and other essential basic 
services. The poor citizens find it difficult to survive 
because they lack almost all the basic provisions 
needed for survival (Omowumi and Bamidele, 2018 
and Chimobi, 2010). All these economic crises are 
bound to reduce the extent of individual participation 
in community development.

Exploring the benefit of community participation
The ineptitude of the government effort 

and the public sector in providing the necessary 
infrastructure prompted community members 
to engage themselves in providing some of these 
basic needs within their capacity (Abdullah et al., 
2014). Participation is a robust concept that differs 
in its methods and definitions. Its meaning varies 
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depending on the context of use or occurrences.  From 
a general context, it can be regarded as a principle, 
while for other occurrences it is a practice or an 
end in itself (Kleemeier, 2000, Musa and Ifatimehin, 
2011). The merit of its principles lies in freewill 
participation. Chimobi, (2010) defined participation 
as an avenue to prepare the citizens and also improve 
their ability. It is content that determines decisions 
on how the community can be better and impact 
itself (Odunola et al., 2022). However, the advocacy 
of community participation believes that it brings a 
lot of enduring benefits to community people apart 
from getting the needed things done (Yusuf et al., 

2020). The concept of community participation 
harmonizes people together in providing and 
making important decisions about their environment 
(Omowunmi and Albert, 2023). This is because the 
government is failing to spread resources in the areas 
of providing the needed infrastructural facilities, such 
as good roads, electricity (transformer), educational 
institutions, potable water, and primary health care 
services, among others (Omowunmi and Albert, 
2023). Community participation promotes a sense 
of ownership and control among the people since 
they are actively involved even with their finances 
(Kenneth and Matthew, 2023). Fig. 1 revealed other 
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benefits embedded in community participation.
                
                       

Sustainable participatory approaches to community 
participation

Improving our environment and residential 
communities remains crucial in the general context 
of the sustainability goal of the SDGs (Ibimilua and 
Ayiti, 2024). However, achieving this development 
will involve community members fully participating. 
This aspect must be stimulated despite several 
hindering situations generating an obstacle to deter 
active participation (Kobani 2022, Olaleye, 2019). 
Sustainable development is engineered from the 
need to preserve the environment and natural 
resources to meet the demand for the present and 
the future (Ibimilua and Ayiti, 2024). Securing the 
growth and improvement of human culture is also 
pertinent (Dokubi, 2021). Fig. 2 revealed several 
approaches and supporting tools that can promote 
effective, sustainable participation in development 
within a community.  Among these approaches are 
summarised under five subheadings.

Effective mobilisation
Effective mobilization is one major tool for 

stimulating people to take action toward engaging 
in the sustainability of community development 
projects (Olaleye, 2019; Kobanu & Alozie, 2019).  It 
accommodates briefing and updating community 
members on the need and the importance of 
the project development. It is a factor that must 
be reckoned with in promoting participation. 
Mobilization is a tool to create opportunities to 
encourage discouraged, deprived, underprivileged, 
marginalized, and poor individuals (Ovwromoh 
et al., 2023). The individuals in this category hold 
lesser satisfactory of consciousness in terms of 
the development that is required to improve their 
livelihood prospects. Therefore, it is indispensable 
to organize mobilization avenues for them. It 
encompasses creating awareness in the community 
in terms of the needs, building and promoting 
community organizations, generating policies and 
measures towards achieving the desired agenda, 
and building empowerment opportunities among 
the people (Dokubi, 2021). Mobilization is also 
noted as a significant aspect of improving economic 

development, especially in developing countries like 
Nigeria (Olaleye, 2019; Ugwu and Aruma, 2019). The 
United Nations Organization describes mobilization 
as a process that involves the combined effort of the 
people themselves in building a resilient community 
that is self-dependent in providing most of their basic 
needs (Olaleye, 2019).

Strategic planning
Planning is an essential requirement in attaining 

the scale of participation. It is known as a tool that 
bridges the gap between the present and the future 
(Chukwuemeka and Catherine, 2017; Olaleye, 2019). 
Planning also focuses on the attainment of goals 
and objectives. Adequate planning accommodates 
resource planning and management, fund sourcing, 
events, and task management (Ovwromoh et al., 
2023). It gives access to gather ideas and opinions 
from different people, especially when meetings 
are organized (Ovwromoh et al., 2023). Most 
developing countries have set up Community-Based 
Planning Committees, which involve engaging 
community members in the planning process. This 
was designed to promote and encourage individuals 
to participate in community activities (AICDD, 2018). 
The process follows an orderly analysis among the 
local community people who participate in planning 
community development and intervention programs 
(AICDD, 2018). It also involves disseminating the 
action plan, monitoring, and evaluating the process 
to achieve the overall aim. The benefits of planning 
include supporting community engagement and 
enhancing the validity of the project. it improves 
expectations because community members are 
well-informed.  First-hand information is conceived 
because the communities are carried along. Progress 
can easily be monitored and manipulations can be 
prevented (Zanudin et al., 2021).

Training programmes
Organizing training sessions and networks is 

a useful component of community engagement. 
It is built upon the philosophy of providing a new 
and reachable way to bring people to participate 
in the things that will benefit their lives and the 
community at large (Ovwromoh et al., 2023). 
Ewelum and Mbara, (2015) pointed out that with 
the training exercise, community members would 
be prepared with adequate information and skills 
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for better involvement in community issues. Training 
of community members is categorically required to 
bridge the gaps between demand and the scale of 
preference. It determines actions to be considered 
and deficiencies that will be dropped for effective task 
performance. Ovwromoh et al., (2023) explained that 
training programs organized for individuals who are 
actively involved in community participation resulted 
in a huge success. The aim was to develop certain 
skills and abilities that will enhance their capabilities 
to carry out their roles and activities in a convenient 
manner. Both formal and informal training activities 
should be incorporated through group leaders to 
enhance communication and fund donations that 
will sustain community projects (Ewelum and Mbara, 
2015; Ovwromoh et al., 2023).

Strategy Development 
Strategies are known as policies, tactics, 

approaches, and schemes that are vital to carrying 
out different tasks and assignments (Ovwromoh 
et al., 2023). These approaches to community 
participation vary in different countries and 
regions depending on socioeconomic and political 
circumstances (Chitambo et al., 2002). For instance, 
developed countries have adopted strategies such 
as assessment of problems and community needs 
using science-based data, setting priorities based 
on urgent needs, implementation, and evaluation at 
different stages (Chitambo et al., 2002). Most recent 
strategies adopted involved individual participation, 
committee, and representative approaches.

Monitoring and evaluation 
Monitoring and evaluation are observed as 

imperative features that must be put into procedures 
in community participation, including the execution 
of other responsibilities and activities (Elikana & 
Hamidu, 2020). Haldane et al., (2019) pointed out 
that most organizations and groups generate policies 
and procedures that are needed for monitoring and 
evaluation. The major reason behind monitoring and 
evaluation is to recognize the faults and discrepancies 
and ensure better measures are needed to bring about 
improvements (Alqahtani et al., 2015). When monitoring 
and evaluation take place, the individuals can generate 
adequate awareness in terms of barriers and challenges 
that take place in the accomplishment of tasks.
Participatory supporting tools toward sustainability

Self-help support 
The role of self-help involvement is now 

unavoidable as all hope in waiting for government 
intervention on infrastructural provision is proving 
abortive. This situation seems to generate severe 
damage to sustenance and environmental quality. 
Self-reliance is understood as an attitude that 
develops from the deep taught of taking responsibility 
towards reaching out to society’s needs (Lester, 
2022). The role of self-reliance is evident in the 
ambiance of sustainable development. The major aim 
is to provide a remedy to societal challenges within 
a given capacity and not a continuation exercise 
or to become self-sufficient and exclusive (Lester, 
2022). Etienne, (2000) stated that this trend is mostly 
used by public and social workers to accomplish a 
given task. The key mechanisms of this progressive 
system allow more participative initiatives that will 
help identify pressing needs to be anchored as self-
reliance (THP, 2016). It supports a fight against over-
reliance and dependency on the government that 
limits the silencing capacity of poor citizens (Lester, 
2022). This approach can be adopted in specific areas 
in Nigeria where people have been marginalized in 
terms of infrastructural provision. 

Involvement of relevant stakeholders 
The involvement of stakeholders such as non-

governmental Organizations, private sectors, donors, 
politicians, church bodies, philanthropists, and 
institutional bodies in development projects is widely 
acceptable as a vital component of the process. This 
will be engineered from the community members 
informing of a written document, proposals, or a visit 
to any relevant choices. Stakeholders’ participation is 
noted to have yielded a better result and management 
in terms of providing resources and financing for any 
projects (Zwane and Matsiliza, 2022). This comes into 
play when the self-help support system seems weak 
and unachievable. Appropriate and well-planned 
stakeholder engagement programs have subscribed 
to several successful community development 
programs (Erevbenagi and Caldwel, 2016). However, 
stakeholder participation may not also actualize all the 
intended objectives despite the observed indication 
of the achievement (Erevbenagi and Caldwel, 
2016). Effective communication is vital between the 
stakeholders and the community leaders to ensure 
service efficiency and execution of public projects 
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(Ngilambi and McCubbin, 2017). Zwane and Matsiliza, 
(2022) pointed out that stakeholders equally have 
varied interests in providing public services; hence, 
they render support in reacting to communities’ basic 
needs and also engage in decision-making stages and 
rendering progress support needed to execute the 
public project.

Partnership and collaboration
Partnership and collaboration in development 

also ensure quick and reliable solutions in achieving 
the set targets. Partnership, collaboration, and other 
related terms such as alliance, union, networking, 
cooperation, and workgroup are used to designate 
an extensive variability of associations and structures 
(Walid and Cern, 2009). They are also known as groups 
of organizations with a mutual motive who decide to 
work together towards a common goal (Judith et al., 
2015). That goal could be narrowed in the form of 
funding or fund sourcing for a specific intervention 
(Jessica et al., 2021). Efficient partnering machinery 
can be used to shape an existing partnership and 
organize line networks of partners with unique 
roles and obligations (Makwalete et al., 2018). 
These network systems produce an environment 
that permits originality, innovations, ideas, and 
awareness required for the effective delivery of basic 
needs at the community level. Concerned partners 
and collaborators engage in meetings to discuss 
and solve problems with individuals who are often 
perceived as leaders in the community or social 
groups (Jessica et al., 2021). Building and maintaining 
a good partnership is needed for effective community 
participation in Nigeria’s situation.

Community-based organizations
In Nigeria, there are lots of recognized and 

unrecognized community-based organizations with 
visible achievements, especially in the area of social 
amenities provisions, infrastructure reformation, and 
maintenance (Odunola et al., 2018, Muhammad, 
2016). The continuation of these CBOs following their 
recorded success in helping the communities and 
improving lives must be encouraged. The community-
based groups include women groups, market women 
groups, youths, peer groups, volunteers, church 
organizations, social groups, committees, cooperative 
societies, school volunteers, and sports clubs. They 
represent different associations that bring people 

together to socialize and to address major concerns 
(Mgawanyemba and Dalitso, 2008). These groups 
generate funds through donations, contributions, 
fines, and levies as they address each need. Several 
scholars have argued that tangible community 
participation happens within community-based 
organizations because it is within the community 
and also managed by the community. These groups 
have better structure; therefore, participation 
among them is regarded as more intensive and more 
genuine (Muhammad, 2016). Their smaller group size 
of people also enhances the action processes, and 
members are also encouraged to participate more.

CONCLUSION
This review examined the critical importance of 

infrastructural provision and the need for community 
participation in this context. This study aimed to 
revisit the need for community participation in the 
provision of infrastructure. The objectives identified 
potential determinants, especially in Nigeria’s 
situation, limiting the public citizens’ involvement. 
The necessity of these provisions arises as a result 
of countless development regressions in various 
communities in Nigeria’s urban areas are lacking 
regarding infrastructural availability and the growing 
economic downturn. The review highlighted the 
usefulness and the basic reasons behind participation 
despite the determinant factors that could hinder 
individuals’ responsiveness, given the present 
situation in Nigeria’s urban areas.  It is worth 
noting that a lack of infrastructure and ineffective 
development are attributed to the non-applicability 
of optimum community involvement. The non-
participation or engagement of individuals within 
communities tends towards greater challenges and 
deterioration of life, especially when basic services 
necessary for life survival are lacking. Therefore, 
community members should not relent efforts. 
The major postulation is that the exertion from 
community members can support the improvement 
of the environment and the quality of life of the 
people by making available the basic infrastructures 
that will support life. The element of ideal community 
participation should be accepted as an absolute tool 
that augments development/community projects. 
Community members should be equipped not as 
beneficiaries of development programs but rather, 
become relevant stakeholders with an important 
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role to play in providing basic needs. The success 
of community participation in developing countries 
such as Nigeria will depend wholly on utilizing 
sustainable approaches, considering the present 
situation of severe economic downturn affecting 
both family income and expenses. The sustainable 
approach to participation will require the active effort 
of members in planning, organizing, and adopting 
several strategies that will generate funds rather 
than relying on self-funding / donations. The various 
sustainable tools and approaches should be utilized to 
the fullest to achieve success. A dodged, continuous, 
and determined effort by community members can 
solve challenges, including basic needs such as health 
care centers, schools, water provisions, transformer 
provision for electrification, and drainage facilities.
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